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NEWS
Interesting times in property. Prognosis?

Decidedly difficult with the housing market having
been artificially skewed in both directions before
and after the repeal of HIPS since when properties
at the middle and lower end have been flooding o el
onto the market, although Agents report a lack of ! "HS%
quality properties in this “flood”. Interesting tim es
indeed!

Dakin Estates are currently converting two barns ((
in Garboldisham whilst pursuing long term "
planning campaigns on behalf of landowners.

The barns at Garboldisham
will be going to market in
March / April 2011 and
Dakin Estates are currently
very interested in acquiring
a new project to start work
on in the spring.
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James Dakin (JD) "y 4
Construction & Admin - 01359 221177

Nicholas Dakin (ND)
Sales & Acquisitions - 01223 354979

Marco Crescitelli
Contracts Manager - 07946 476959

Thomas Clayton (TC)
Consultant - 01223 354979

Check out past projects on our website!
www.dakinestates.co.uk




Page 2 www.dakinestates.co.uk

Secrets of Shingle Street

In 1986 an Old Suffolk Boy in a pub told ND that he , The
Boy, had been born and raised in the remote Suffolk fishing
hamlet of Shingle Sreet which consisted of only abo ut a dozen
cottages and The Lifeboat Pub.

“In 1940 The Authorities made the whole village pac k up and
leave..” he said , adding, darkly “.... something ‘a ppened in
Shingle Street during the war ....they never would te Il us what”.

In 1986 ND had never heard of Shingle Street and it s wartime
secret but type “Shingle Street” into a search engi ne today and
you may find the results surprising.

Shingle Street lay between two top secret military  installations

Bawdsey Manor and Orford Ness both of which, event oday, have an eerie and mysterious atmosphere. So what did happen at
Shingle Street in 1940? The main story, (and ther e are several), is that the Germans launched an in vasion against this
remote part of East Anglia in 1940 but the invasion flotilla was defeated offshore by a new British se cret weapon which
covered the sea with burning oil inflicting terribl e casualties. Hundreds of burnt bodies were washed ashore and buried in
secret — some say on the beach at Shingle Street it self.

Is this true? Certainly it was reported in newspap  ers around the world, including The New York Times,  with thousands of
German casualties being mentioned. The incidentis also mentioned in one of Evelyn Waugh’s novels.

In 1940 bodies were regularly washed ashore along t he east coast - German bodies washed ashore could h ave been from a
German invasion exercise across the Channel which w as caught in open water by RAF planes. Britain did,  however, have a
Petroleum Warfare Department experimenting with a “  flame barrage” to repel invasion. East Anglian e yewitnesses seeing
long columns of military ambulances, were told that  they were full of “German casualties from a defeat ed invasion attempt”
although this may have been a cover story to concea | casualties of a major British naval disaster att  he time.

So “failed invasion in 1940” story probably not tru e then? — propaganda and invasion paranoia. Yet, th e story won't die —
rumours, stories and eyewitness accounts are still emerging. Books and articles are still being writt  en even, occasionally,
guestions asked in The Commons about “the secret of Shingle Street”. Former doctors and nurses in wa rtime Europe still

attest that, around this period, hospitals were inu  ndated by badly burnt German soldiers and the disti nguished American
correspondent William Shirer, a very creditable wit ness, reported seeing huge hospital trains full of  burnt casualties in

Germany at a time when there had been no fightingi n Europe for months.

The secret of Shingle Street remains, to paraphrase Churchill, “a mystery wrapped in an enigma.”

Acknowledgements to and suggested further reading.
The Bodies on the Beach — James Hayward, Where the Ea gle Landed — Peter Haining, East Anglian Daily Times
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THE WILD MAN'’S TALE
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